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| Serial No. | HS Code Product Description o
(HS2012)
500. 6302.32 - Other bed linen: of man-made fibres
501. 6302.39 - Other bed linen: of other textile materials
502. 6302.40 - Table linen, knitted or crocheted
503. 6302.51 - Other table finen: of cotton -
504. 6302.53 - Other table linen: of man-made fihres
505. 6302.59 | - Other table linen: of other textile materials |
506. 6302.60 - Toilet linen and kitchen linen, of terry towelling or similar |
terry fabrics, of cotton

' 507. 6302.91 - Other: of cotton
508. '6302.93 - Other: of man-made fibres
509. | 630299 |- Other: of other textile materials
510. 6303.12 - Knitted or crocheted: of synthetic fibres R ]
511 6303.19 - Knitted or crocheted: of other textile materials
512. 6303.91 - Other: of cotton
513. 6303.92 - Other: of synthetic fibres
514. 6303.99 - Other: of other textile materials
515. 6304.11 - Bedspreads: knitted or crocheted '
516. 6304.19 = Bedspreads: other
517. 6304.91 - Other: knitted or crocheted
518. 6304.92 ' - Other: not knitted or crocheted, of cotton |
519. 6304.93 - Other: not knitted or crocheted, of synthetic fibres ‘
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“Serial No. HS Code Product Description
(HS2012)
520. 6304.99 - Other: not knitted or crocheted, of other textile materials
5249. | 6305.10 - Of jute or of other textile bast fibres of heading 53.03
522. 6305.20 - Of cotton |
523. 6305.32 - Of man-made textile materials: flexible intermediate bulk
containers
524, 1 6305.33 - Of man-made textile materials: ather, of polyethylene or —
polypropylene strip or the like
525. 6305.39 - Of man-made textile materials: other
526. 6305.90 - Of other textile materials -
527. 6306.12 | - Tarpaulins, awnings and sunblinds: of synthetic fibres
528. 6306.19 - Tarpaulins, awnings and sunblinds: of other textile materials
529, 6306.22 | - Tents: of synthetic fibres -
530. 6306.29 - Tents: of other textile materials
531.  [6306.30 - Sails
532. 6306.40 - Pneumatic mattresses
533. 6306.90 - Other
534. 6307.10 - Floor-cloths, dish-cloths, dusters and similar cleaning cloths
535. 6307.20 - Life-jackets and life-belts
536. 6307.90 |- Other
§37 6308.00 ‘ Sets consisting of woven fabric and yarn: whether or not with |
| accessories, for making up into rugs, tapestries, embroidered
|
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Serial No. | HS Code Product Description
(HS2012)
o | table cloths or serviettes, or similar textile articles, put up in i}
packings for retail sale.
538. 7001.00 Cullet and other waste and scrap of glass; glass in the mass. |
539. 7101.22 - Cultured pearls: worked
540. 7102.i0 | - Unscrted =
l
541. 7102.21 - Industrial: unworked or simply sawn, cleaved or bruted
542. 7102.31 - Non-industrial: unworked or simply sawn, cleaved or bruted |
543, 7103.10 | - Unworked or simply sawn or roughly shaped
544. 7108.13 - Non-monetary: other semi-manufactured forms
545. 7113.19 - Of precious metal whether or not plated or clad with
precious metal: of other precious metal, whether or not plated
or clad with precious metal
546. 7116.10 - Of natural or cultured pearls
547, 7201.10 - Non-alloy pig iron containing by weight 0.5 % or less of
phosphorus
) i | ]
548. 7204.10 - Waste and scrap of cast iron
549. 7204.21 - Waste and scrap of alloy steel: of stainless steel
550. 7204.29 - Waste and scrap of alloy steel: other
551. 7204.30 - Waste and scrap of tinned iron or steel
|
552. 720441 | - Other waste and scrap: turnings, shavings, chips, milling
waste, sawdust, filings, trimmings and stampings, whether or
not in bundles
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Serial No. | HS Code Product Description
(HS2012)
553. 7204.49 - Other waste and scrap: other
554, 7204.50 - Remelting scrap ingots
555. 7606.92 |- Other: of aluminium alloys
5566. 8112.92 | - Other: unwroaght; waste and scrap; powders
557. 19619.00 Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins and napkin
liners for babies and similar articles, of any material.
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CHAPTER 4

CUSTOMS PROCEDURES AND TRADE
FACILITATION

Article 1

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter:

(a)

Customs Administration means:

(i) in respect of ASEAN, the customs
administration of each ASEAN Member
State or competent authorities that are
responsible under the internal law of the
ASEAN Member  State for  the
administration of customs law; and

(i) in respect of Hong Kong, China, the
Customs and Excise Department of Hong
Kong, China;

customs law means any internal law
administered, applied or enforced by the
Customs Administration of a Party; and

customs procedures means the treatment

applied by the Customs Administration of a Party
to a good that is subject to customs law.
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Article 2
Objectives

The objectives of this Chapter are to:

(a) ensure predictability, consistency and
transparency in the application of the customs
laws of the Parties;

(b) promote efficient and economical administration
of customs procedures, and the expeditious

clearance of goods;

(c) simplity and harmonise customs procedures to
the extent possible;

(d) premote co-operation among the Customs
Administrations of the Parties; and

(e) facilitate trade among the Parties.

Article 3

Scope

This Chapter applies, in accordance with the Parties’
respective internal laws, to customs procedures
applied to goods traded among the Parties.

Article 4

Customs Procedures and Facilitation

1. Each Party shall ensure that its customs
procedures and practices are predictable, consistent

and transparent, and facilitate trade including through
the expeditious clearance of goods.
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2 Customs pracedures of the Parties shall, where
possible and to the extent permitted by their respective
customs laws, conform to standards and
recommended practices of the World Customs
Organization and other international organisations
relevant to customs.

3. The Customs Administration of each Party shall
review its customs procedures to facilitate trade.

4. Customs control shall be limited to such control
which is necessary to ensure compliance with the
custorns laws of the respective Patrties.

Article 5
Pre-arrival Processing

The Customs Administration of each Party shall
endeavour to adopt or maintain procedures allowing
for the submission of import documentation and other
required information, in electronic format as
appropriate, in order to begin processing prior to the
arrival of a good with a view to expediting the release
of the good upon arrival.

Article 6
Risk Management

1. Each Party shall use risk management to
determine control measures with a view to facilitating
legitimate trade, and expediting customs clearance
and release of goods.

2.  Each Party shall administer customs procedures
so as to expedite the clearance of low-risk goods and
focus on high-risk goods.
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Article 7
Customs Valuation

Each Party shall determine the customs value of goods
traded with other Parties in accordance with Article VII
of GATT 1994 and the Customs Valuation Agreement.

Article §
Classification of Goods

Each Party shall apply the International Convention on
the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
System signed at Brussels on 14 June 1983, as
amended, to goods traded with other Parties.

Article S
Use of Information Technology System

1.  The Customs Administration of each Party,
where applicable, shall apply information technology in
customs operations based on internationally accepted
standards for expeditious customs clearance and
release of goods.

2 Each Party shall endeavour to establish and
operate its single window system to enable traders to
submit documentation or data requirements for
importation, exportation or transit of goods through a
single entry point to its relevant authorities or agencies.
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Article 10
Authorized Economic Operators

1.  The Customs Administration of each Party shall
endeavour to establish a programme of Authorized
Economic Operators ("AEOSs”) on the basis of the SAFE
Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate
Global Trade of the World Customs Organization (the
“SAFE Framework”) to promote informed compliance
and facilitate trade while ensuring effective customs
control.

2. The Customs Administrations of the Parties shall
endeavour to work towards mutual recognition of AEOs
and develop their programmes cn the basis of
international standards under the SAFE Framework.

Article 11
Post Clearance Audit

The Customs Administration of each Party shall
establish and operate post clearance audits to ensure
compliance with customs and other related law for
expeditious customs clearance.

Article 12
Advance Rulings

1.  Each Party, through its Customs Administration
or other relevant authorities, shall, subject to its internal
law and administrative determinations, provide in
writing advance rulings to an applicant described in
subparagraph 2 (a), in respect of the (tariff
classification, appropriate method or criteria and the
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application thereof to be used for determining the
customs valuation, and origin of goods.

2.  Where available, each Party shall adopt or
maintain procedures for advance rulings, which shall:

(a)

(d)

(e)

provide that an exporter, importer or any
person with a justifiable cause or a
representative thereof may apply for an
advance ruling before the importation of a
good in question;

require that an applicant for an advance ruling
provides a detailed description of the good
and all relevant information needed to
process an application for an advance ruling;

provide that its Customs Administration may,
at any time during the course of evaluation of
an application for an advance ruling, request
the applicant to provide additional information
within a specified period,

provide that any advance ruling be based on
the facts and circumstances presented by the
applicant, and any other relevant information
in the possession of the decision-maker; and

provide that an advance ruling be issued to
the applicant expeditiously on receipt of all
necessary information, within the period
specified in each Party's respective internal
law or administrative determinations.

3. A Party may reject an application for an advance
ruling where the additional information requested in
accordance with subparagraph 2 (c) is not provided
within the specified period.
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4. Subject to paragraphs 1 and 5 and where
available, each Party shall apply an advance ruling to
all importations of goods described in that ruling
imported into its Area for three years from the date of
that ruling, or such other period as specified in that
Party's internal law or administrative determinations.

5. A Party may modify or revoke an advance ruling
upon a determination that the ruling was based on an
error of fact or law (including human error), the
inforrnation provided is false or inaccurate, there is a
change in its internal law in @ manner consistent with
this Agreement, or there is a change in a material fact
or circumstances on which the ruling was based.

6. Where an importer claims that the treatment
accorded to an imported good should be governed by
an advance ruling, the Party may evaluate whether the
facts and circumstances of the importation are
consistent with the facts and circumstances upon
which an advance ruling was based.

Article 13
Temporary Admission

1. Each Party shall facilitate temporary admission of
a good in accordance with its internal law and the
relevant international standards applied by the Party.

2. Temporary admission in this Article means
customs procedures for certain goods which are
brought into a Party for a specific purpose and intended
for re-exportation within a specified period without
having undergone any change except normal
depreciation due to the use made of them. Such
customs procedures may include the goods being
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conditionally relieved tetally or partially from payment
of import duties and taxes.

Article 14
Express Consignments

1.  The Customs Administration of each Party shall
endeavour to put in place adequate measures and
mechanisms to facilitate customs clearance of express
consignments, including pre-arrival lodgirg and
processing of a goods declaration.

2. Goods declaration in this Article means a
statement made in the manner prescribed by the
Customs Administration of a Party, by which the
persons concerned indicate the customs procedure to
be applied to the goods and furnish the particulars
which the Customs Administration requires for the
application of the customs procedure.

Article 15
Customs Co-operation
To the extent permitted by its internal law, the Customs
Administration of each Party may, as it deems
appropriate, assist the Customs Administration of

another Party on:

(a) the implementation and operation of this
Chapter; and

(b) such other issues as the Parties mutually
determine.
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Article 16
Publication and Enquiry Points

1. The Customs Administration of each Party shall
publish on the internet or in print form the customs law
and customs administrative procedures that it applies
or enforces, including any modifications thereof, except
law enforcement procedures and internal operational
guidelines.

2 The Customs Administration of each Party shall
designate one or more enquiry points to deal with
enquiries from interested persons concerning customs
matters, and shall make available on the internet or in
print form information concerning the procedures for
making such enquiries.

Article 17
Consultations

1 Each Party shall encourage its Customs
Administration to consult with the Customs
Administrations of the other Parties regarding issues
related to trade in goods arising from the operation or
implementation of this Chapter.

2.  The Customs Administration of each Party shall
designate one or more contact points for the purposes
of this Chapter. Each Party shall provide information
on the contact points to the other Parties and notify any
amendment to such information to the other Parties as
soon as practicable.

3.  The consultations referred to in paragraph 1 shall
be conducted through the contact points of the
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Customs Administrations of the relevant Parties, within
a timeframe to be mutually determined.

4.  Any action taken pursuant to paragraph 1 shall
be without prejudice to the rights and obligations of the
Parties under Chapter 13 (Consultations and Dispute
Settlement) or under the WTO Dispute Settlement
Understanding.

Article 18
Review and Appeal

1. Each Party shall, in accordance with its internal
law, provide that the importer, exporter or any other
person affected by its administrative rulings,
determinations or decisions have access to:

(a) a level of administrative appeal to or review
by the authority higher than or independent of
the official or office responsible for the rulings,
determinations or decisions. The level of
administrative appeal or review may include
any authority supervising the Customs
Administration, subject to the internal law of
the Party; and/or

(b) judicial review or appeal of the administrative
rulings, determinations or decisions subject to
its internal law.

2. The decision on review or appeal shall be given
to the applicant or appellant and, subject to the Party’s
internal law, the reasons for such decision shall be
provided in writing.
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CHAPTER 5

SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Article 1

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter:

(a)

(b)

the definitions in Annex A of the SPS Agreement
are incorporated into and shall form part of this
Chapter, mutatis mutandis; and

competent authorities means those authorities
within each Party recognised by the national
government as responsible for developing and
administering the various sanitary and
phytosanitary measures within that Party.

Article 2

Objectives

The objectives of this Chapter are to:

(a)
(b)

(c)

enhance implementation of the SPS Agreement;

facilitate trade by minimising obstacles to trade
among the Parties, while protecting human,
animal or plant life or health in the Area of each
Party;

enhance transparency such that sanitary and
phytosanitary measures shall not be applied in a
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manner which would constitute a disguised
restriction en international trade;

(d) strengthen co-operation and communication
among the Parties in the field of sanitary and
phytosanitary matters; and

(e) provide a means to resolve, where possible,
problems arising from sanitary and phytosanitary
measures that may affect trade.

Article 3
Scope

This Chapter shall apply to all sanitary and

phytosanitary measures of a Party, which may, directly

or indirectly, affect trade among the Parties.
Article 4

General Provisions

28 Each Party affirms its rights and obligations with
respect to another Party under the SPS Agreement.

2.  Each Party commits to applying the principles of

the SPS Agreement in the development and

application of any sanitary or phytosanitary measure.
Article 5

Equivalence

1. The Parties may develop equivalence
arrangements and make  determinations  of
equivalence in accordance with Article 4 of the SPS
Agreement by taking into account relevant guidance of
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the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Measures and relevant international standards,
guidelines and recommendations.

2. Each Party shall accept the sanitary and
phytosanitary measures of another Party as equivalent,
even if these measures differ from its own or from those
used by the other Parties trading in the same product,
if the exporting Party objectively demonstrates to the
importing Party that its measures achieve the importing
Party's appropriate levei of sanitary and phytosanitary
protection.

3. A Party shall, upon request of another Party,
enter into consultations with the requesting Party with
the aim of achieving agreements on recognition of the
equivalence of specified sanitary or phytosanitary
measures. In the event that an outcome of the
assessment of such consultations is negative, the
importing Party should explain its rationale for the

outcome.
Article 6
Regionalisation
1. A Party may make determinations in relation to

regionalisation, pest- or disease-free areas, areas of
low pest or disease prevalence, zoning, and
compartmentalisation in accordance with Article 6 of
the SPS Agreement by taking into account relevant
guidance of the WTO Committee on Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures: and relevant international
standards, guidelines and recommendations.

2.  The Parties may co-operate on the adaptation to
regional conditions in accordance with the SPS
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Agreement and relevant international standards,
guidelines and recommendations.

Article 7
Transparency

T Each Party acknowledges the value of
transparency and exchanging information on its
sanitary and phytosanitary measures.

2. Each Party shall notify in a timely manner the
relevant Parties, through the contact points, of the
following situations:

(a) any significant food safety issue, pest or
disease outbreak in its Area that may affect
trade; and

(b) where a provisional sanitary or phytosanitary
measure against or affecting the exports of
another Party is considered necessary to
protect human, animal or plant life or health of
the importing Party.

3 In particular, where a consignment is in non-
compliance, the importing Party shall notify and
provide details of the non-compliance to the exporting
Party promptly. The exporting Party shall respond
promptly through the contact point or competent
authorities of the importing Party by providing remedial
measures for the consignment.

4. The nofification referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3

can be made electronically or by any other means as
mutually determined by the Parties.
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Article 8
Technical Co-operation

1. The Parties shall explore opportunities for further
technical co-operation and assistance, collaboration
and information exchange on sanitary and
phytosanitary matters of mutual interest, consistent
with the objectives of this Chapter.

2.  Each Party shall endeavour to co-ordinate with
regional or multilateral work programmes with the
objective of avoiding unnecessary duplication and
maximising the benefits from the application of
resources.

3. The Parties agree to explore opportunities to
further strengthen co-operation on the provision of
technical assistance, subject to the availability of
appropriate resources and in accordance with Chapter
9 (Economic and Technical Co-operation).

Article 9
Technical Consultations

1. Where a Party considers that a sanitary or
phytosanitary measure is affecting its trade with
another Party and needs further discussion, it may,
through the contact points, request a detailed
explanation of such measure including information on
the technical justification for the measure. The
requested Party shall respond promptly to any request
for such explanation.

2. A Party may request consultations with another

Party in relation to the same matter for which an
explanation has been provided pursuant to
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paragraph 1. Such consultations shali be carried out
within a reasonable timeframe, or where practicable
within 30 days, of receiving the request for
consultations given by the requesting Party. Such
consultations may be conducted via teleconference,
videoconference or any other means agreed by the
Parties. The Parties to the consultations shall make
every effort to reach a mutually satisfactory resolution.

Article 10
Implementation

e Each Party shall designate a contact point to
facilitate distribution of enquiries, requests or
notifications made in accordance with this Chapter;
and representatives of its competent authorities
responsible for the implementation of sanitary and
phytosanitary measures.

2. A Party shall inform the othier Parties of any
change of its contact point or representatives of its
competent authorities.

3. The Parties hereby establish a Sub-Committee
on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters, consisting of
representatives from the relevant government
agencies of the Parties, to monitor the implementation
of this Chapter.

4, Any action taken pursuant to Article 9 (Technical
Consultations) shall be without prejudice to the rights
and obligations of the Parties under Chapter 13
(Consultations and Dispute Settlement) or under the
WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding.
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CHAPTER 6

STANDARDS, TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

Article 1

Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter:

(@)

(b)

TBT Agreement means the Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade in Annex 1A to the
WTO Agreement; and

the definitions in Annex 1 of the TBT Agreement
are incorporated into and shall form part of this
Chapter, mutatis mutandis.

Article 2

Objectives

The objectives of this Chapter are to facilitate trade in
goods among the Parties by:

(a)

(b)

ensuring that standards, technical regulations,
and conformity assessment procedures do not
create unnecessary obstacles to trade;

promoting mutual understanding of each Party’s

standards, technical regulations, and conformity
assessment procedures;
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(c) strengthening infermation exchange among the
Parties on standards, technical regulations, and
conformity assessment procedures;

(d) strengthening co-operation among the Parties in
the work of international bodies related to
standardisation and conformity assessments;
and

(e) providing a framework to implement supporting
mechanisms to realise these objectives.

Article 3
Scope

1. For the mutual benefit of the Parties, this Chapter
applies to all standards, technical regulations, and
conformity assessment procedures of the Parties that
may affect trade in goods among the Parties except:

(a) purchasing specifications prepared by
gevernmental bodies for the production or
consumption requirements of such bodies;
and

(b) sanitary or phytosanitary measures as
defined in paragraph 1 of Annex A of the SPS
Agreement, which are covered by Chapter 5
(Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures).

. Nothing in this Chapter shall limit the right of a
Party to prepare, adopt and apply, in accordance with
its rights and obligations under the TBT Agreement,
standards, technical regulations, and conformity
assessment procedures to the extent necessary to fulfil
a legitimate objective. Such legitimate objectives are,
inter alia, national security requirements, the
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prevention of deceptive practices, and the protection of
human health or safety, animal or plant life or health,
or the environment.

Article 4
Affirmation of the TBT Agreement

1. Each Party affirms its rights and obligations with
respect to another Party under the TBT Agreement.

2. In the implementation of this Chapter, each Party
shall take such reasonable measures as may be
available to it to ensure compliance by local
government and nori-governmental bodies, where
applicable, within its Area, which are responsible for
the preparation, adoption and application of standards,
technical regulations, and conformity assessment
procedures.

Article 5

Standards

1.  With respect to the preparation, adoption and
application of standards, each Party shall ensure that
its central government standardising bodies accept
and comply with Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement. Each
Party shall take such reasonable measures as may be
available to it to ensure other standardising bodies
within its Area accept and comply with Annex 3 of the
TBT Agreement.

2. Each Party shall encourage the standardising
body or bodies, where applicable, in its Area to co-
operate with the standardising body or bodies of the
other Parties. Such co-operation shall include:
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(a) exchange of information on standards;

(b) exchange of information relating to standard
setting procedures; and

(c) co-operation in the work of international
standardising bodies in areas of mutual
interest.

Article 6
Technical Regulations

1. Where relevant internationa! standards exist or
their completion is imminent, each Party shall use
them, or relevant parts of them, as a basis for its
technical regulations except when such international
standards or relevant parts would be an ineffective or
inappropriate means for the fulfilment of the legitimate
objectives pursued, for instance because of
fundamental climatic or geographical factors or
fundamental technological problems.

2. Each Party shall give positive consideration to
accepting as equivalent technical regulations of
another Party, even if these regulations differ from its
own, provided it is satisfied that these regulations
adequately fulfil the objectives of its own regulations.

3.  Where a Party does not accept a technical
regulation of another Party as equivalent to its own, it
shall, upon request of that other Party, explain the
reasons for its decision.

136




112_23o

S]]

B0 I8 6o

(A 0¢ m1 oo ne

D3
¢3

<o

e

§ 9099

Article 7
Conformity Assessment Procedures

1. Each Party shall give positive consideration to
accepting the results of conforrnity assessment
procedures of another Party, even when those
procedures differ from its own, provided it is satisfied
that those procedures offer an assurance of conformity
with applicable technical regulations or standards
equivalent to its own procedures.

2.  Each Party shall facilitate the acceptance of the
results of conformity assessment procedures
conducted in the Area of another Party with a view to
increasing efficiency, avoiding duplication, and
ensuring cost effectiveness of the conformity
assessments. In this regard, each Party may choose,
depending on the situation of the Party and the specific
sectors involved, a broad range of approaches. These
may include:

(a) recognition by a Party of the results of
conformity assessments performed in the
Area of another Party;

(b) recognition of co-operative arrangements
between accreditation bodies in the Areas
of the Parties;

(c) mutual recognition of  conformity
assessment procedures conducted by
bodies located in the Area of each Party;

(d) accreditation of conformity assessment
bodies in the Area of another Party;
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(e) use of existing regional and international
multilateral recognition agreements and
arrangements;

(f)  designating conformity assessment bodies
located in the Area of another Party to
perform conformity assessment; and

(g) suppliers’ declaration of conformity, where
applicable.

3. Each Party shall exchange information with
another Party on its experience in the development and
application of the approaches set out in subparagraphs
2 (a) to (g) and other appropriate approaches with a
view to facilitating the acceptance of the results of
conformity assessment procedures.

4. A Party shall, upon request of another Party,
explain its reasons for not accepting the results of any
conformity assessment procedure performed in the
Area of the requesting Party.

Article 8
Co-operation

1.  The Parties shall co-operate in the field of
standards, technical regulations, and conformity
assessment procedures with a view to facilitating
access to each other's markets.

2. A Party shall, upon request of another Party, give
positive consideration to proposals on co-operation in
the field of standards, technical regulations, and
conformity assessment procedures. Such co-
operation, which shall be on mutually determined terms
and conditions, may include:
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

advice or technical assistance relating to the
developrment and application of standards,
technical  regulations, and conformity
assessment procedures;

co-operation between conformity assessment
bodies, both governmental and non-
governmental, in the Area of each of the
Parties such as:

(i) use of accreditation to qualify conformity
assessment bodies; and

(i)  enhancing infrastructure in calibration,
testing, inspection, certification and
accreditation  to meet relevant
international standards,
recommendations and guidelines;

co-operation in areas of mutual interest in the
work of relevant regional and international
bodies relating to the development and
application of standards and conformity
assessment procedures such as enhancing
participation in the existing frameworks for
mutual recognition developed by relevant
regional and international bodies; and

enhancing co-operation in the development
and improvement of technical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures such as:

(i) co-operation in the development and
promotion of good regulatory practice;

(i) transparency, including ways to promote
improved access to information on
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standards, technical regulations, and
conformity assessment procedures; and

(i) management of risks relating to health,
safety, the environment and deceptive
practices.

3. A Party shall, upon request of another Party, give
positive consideration to a sector-specific proposal that
the requesting Party makes for further co-operation
under this Chapter. Such co-operation shall be on
mutually determined terms and conditions.

Article 9
Consultations

1. Consultations on any matter arising under this
Chapter shall be held at the request of a Party which
considers that another Party has taken a measure
which is likely to create, or has created, an obstacle to
trade. Such consultations shall take place within 60
days from the request with the objective of finding a
mutually acceptable solution. Such consultations may
be conducted by any means agreed by the Parties.

2. Where a matter covered under this Chapter
cannot be clarified or resolved through consultations,
the Parties concerned may establish an ad hoc working
group with a view to identifying a workable and
practical solution to facilitate trade. The ad hoc working
group shall comprise representatives of the Parties
concerned.

3. Where a Party declines a request from another
Party to establish an ad hoc working group referred to
in paragraph 2, it shall, upon request of the requesting
Party, explain the reasons for its decision.
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4.  Where an imported consignment does not
comply with the technical regulations or conformity
assessment procedures of the importing Party, the
Parties concerned shall undertake the necessary steps
to address the non-compliance without undue delay.

5. Any action taken pursuant to this Article shall be
without prejudice to the rights and obligations of the
Parties under Chapter 13 (Consultations and Dispute
Settlement) or under the WTO Dispute Settlement
Understanding.

Article 10
Agreements or Arrangements

: The Parties shall seek to identify trade-facilitating
initiatives regarding standards, technical regulations,
and conformity assessment procedures that are
appropriate for particular issues or sectors.

2. Such trade-facilitating initiatives may include
agreements or arrangements on regulatory issues,
such as alignment of standards, convergence or
equivalence of technical regulations, conformity
assessment procedures and compliance issues.

3. Parties to an existing agreement or arrangement
shall, upon request of another Party, give consideration
to extending such an agreement or arrangement to the
requesting Party. Such consideration may be subject
to appropriate confidence building processes including
information exchange, co-operation, consultations and
training to ensure equivalence of relevant standards,
technical regulations, or conformity assessment
procedures.
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4. Where a Party declines a request of another
Party to consider extending the appiication of an
existing agreement or arrangement referred to in
paragraph 3, it shall, upon request of the requesting
Party, explain the reasons for its decision.

Article 11
Transparency

1= Each Party affirms its commitment to ensuring
that information regarding proposed new or amended
standards, technical regulations, and conformity
assessment procedures is made available in
accordance with the relevant requirements of the TBT
Agreement.

2. Each Party shall ensure that the information
relating to standards, technical regulations, and
conformity assessment procedures is published in
accordance with the relevant requirements of the TBT
Agreement.  Such information should be made
available in printed form and, where possible, in
electronic form.

3. In connection with the notification requirements
under Article 2 and Article 5 of the TBT Agreement,
each Party shall allow at least 60 days for any other
Party to present comments on proposed technical
regulations or conformity assessment procedures
except where urgent problems of safety, health,
environmental protection or national security arise, or
threaten to arise, for that Party.

4.  Each Party shall take into due consideration the
comments of any other Party presented pursuant to
paragraph 3 and shall endeavour to provide responses
to these comments upon request.
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Article 12
Contact Points
1. Each Party shall designate a contact point or

contact points which shall, for that Party, have
responsibility for coordinating the implementation of
this Chapter.

2 Each Party shall provide the other Parties with
the name of each designated contact point and the
contact details of the relevant official or officials,
including telephone, facsimile, emnail and any other
relevant details.

3. A Party shall notify the other Parties promptly of
any change of its contact point or contact points or any
amendments to the details of the relevant officials.

4. Each Party shall ensure that its contact point or
contact points facilitate the exchange of information
among the Parties on standards, technical regulations,
and conformity assessment procedures, in response fo
all reasonable requests for such information from a
Party.
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Article 13

Sub-Committee on Standards, Technical
Regulations and Conformity Assessment
Procedures

] The Parties hereby establish a Sub-Committee
on Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity
Assessment Procedures (the “STRACAP Sub-
Committee™), consisting of representatives of the
Parties, to promote and monitor the implementation
and administration of this Chapter, including
monitoring consultaticns conducted pursuant to
Article 9 (Consultations).

2. The STRACAP Sub-Committee shall meet as
mutually determined by the Parties. Meetings may be
conducted in person, or by any other means as
mutually determined by the Parties.

3. The STRACAP Sub-Committee shall determine
its terms of reference in accordance with this Chapter.

4, The STRACAP Sub-Committee shall determine

its work programme in response to priorities as
identified and agreed by the Parties.
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